518               THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

left to be desired in the matter of swadeshi which was the very essence. They
were still dependent on outside generosity for their khaddar, which showed that
weaving had not yet accompanied spinning in the villages. This was necessarily
a serious disqualification. It was no difficult task to set up a few handlooms
in every village. The reason the women spun coarse and weak yarn was that
the yarn had never been put to the test of weaving in their own villages. It
was not enough that the vast majority of his audience had worn khaddar. He
could not ignore the fact that most of the women had not worn due to want
of a sufficient supply of khaddar. The remedy was in their own hands. He
was sure they would not agree to having their flour kneaded from outside to
save trouble in the kitchen. The arrangement would be absurd and equally
so was the spinning without weaving. If they took it into their minds he
knew they could accomplish it soon. Swaraj in their case was a matter of
months, certainly not of years. He wished that now that they had accomplished
such a great deal, they worked harder still for perfection. If they had hitherto
welcomed the untouchables in their midst in public meetings and also allowed
them the use of their wells, they might legitimately be expected now to go a
step further and visit their homes for example, and persuade suspicious parents
to send their children to national schools.

Boycott of Government educational and other institutions too might be
secured in the future by the methods different from and better than those that
had been adopted in certain cases in their taluk. After all, fasting too as
had been reported to have been undertaken by some of the volunteers with a
view to compel parents by appealing to their sense of pity to withdraw their
children, was a form of moral violence. Such a course generally resulted in
unwilling submission which was hardly to be desired by the non-co-operators
who advocated the utmost freedom for all But he was anxious that his reference
to any defects in the splendid achievement of Bardoli should not be misunder-
stood as an expression of disappiontment. Whilst he was unable to give full
marks to Bardoli tahsil declaring it fit for the immediate adoption of civil
disobedience it gave him the greatest pleasure to be able to assure them
for their consolation that he had not known any other taluk so well on the
road to preparedness for civil disobedience, that is, swaraj. Their simplicity and
earnestness were unmatched. Hindu-Muslim unity was nowhere so secure
as there. He only hoped that Bardoli would continue its great career in the
same enthusiastic fashion and accomplish in due course of time what little yet
remained to be done by way of preparation. Then and only then could they
summon him once again and say, "Fight us our battle", and give him the
pleasure of leading the peaceful revolution, if such be still necessary,
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